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INBRIEF

Coal pensioners seek
redress of their grievances

The All India Coal Pensioners’ Association
(AICPA) has urged Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman to intervene and resolve
their problems. In a release on Sunday, the
AICPA said it had submitted a memorandum to
the Union Minister, urging her to implement the
recommendations of the 12th Report of Public
Accounts Committee for Restructuring of Coal
Mines Pension Scheme.
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' ALL INDIA ASSOCIATION OF COAL PENSIONERS

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 2nd NOVEMBER 2022

. New Delhi.

© A mesting was held on 2nd

| November 2022 1o review the
: preparations for DHARNA to
. be held a1 New Delhi on 5th
i December 2022 on the issue
£ of revition of pamnsion under

CMPS, 1938 The meeling
i was presided over by Sri J.
i Dattatruyulu.  Shl.  J.V.
i Dattatreyulu requested all the
: pensioners o parlicipate in
i the Dhama in large number
| io ihat the issue is consid:
tered favourably by the
i Central  government, He
i requested Sr. PK. Singh
: Rathor, Convenor,
 AICPA/AIACE to give the

details ol the preparations.
P8, PK. Singh Rathor
| infmed that the Dhama
: staged by us in July &l New
i Dethi had 16 be curaled
i gince that the autharilies

withdrew the parmission affer
4 days. This in it seif is a suc-
cess as it had the desired
impact. He also said that the
Board of Trustees. CMPF, in
ils meeting held on 16th
August 2022 &t Nagpur has
fakan some [nportani deck
sions regarding the review
and revision of pension and
sinlitying the dodalilies for
eidow persion, These dec
sions are favorurable lo us.
However, the decisions are
yel to be implemented as
amendments have 1o done 1o
CMPF Act. BOT is also

Consaeong b meke Lo0NE
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alory on the coal compantes
to mandatosily contribute Rs
20MT of coal production
towards strengthening the
corpus of CMPS. So Far, we
have adopied a democrafic
approach such as dhamasm,
protests and submission of
menorandum to political lead-
ors to press our demands. A
legal case filed by some pen-
signers’ associalions in pend-
ing In the courls and we are
awailing s outcone. We are
also preparing for the next
altematives.

in the meantime, we are heid-
ing a Dharna at Jantar
Mantar, New Delhi on Sth
Decernber 2022 from 10 AM
o 1 PM i which at least 5000
pensioners. and their family
members are requested 1o
parficipate. A letter fo this
effect will be submitted 1o the

22. We are aiso trying 1o get
permission for holding & rally
] Shastri bhavan,
Gondidering the advanced
age of the paricipants and
also the cold eather in
December, a medical team
will be in atendanoce during
the Dharna. Members are
raguested 1o confirm thair
participation and post fol-
lowind details in Whalsapp
group "AICPA Dharma Sth
December”, Please nofa thal
only the persans who infend
o parbcipale in the Dhama
should join this greop.

1. Name

2. Brach Name

3. District & State

4, Date and time of Arival at
new Dethi

5. Contact Number

6. Emergency  contact
Murmdar

on 5th M s

C

S M

Prasad s

Sri. Dinker Sahu and S S.N
Singh suggested thal each
Branch shéuid bring 2 ban.
nere. SA. Sahu will bring a
portable PA System for use at
tha saily, Sri SN. Singh
advised members o post
photos from their starting
Railway Stations.

Sri. Dandam Ramachandra
Rao informed that he fried
submit & copy of our memo-
randum Sd. Rahul Gandhi,
who is in telengana on his
Bharat fado Yatra, Bul In
=pite of his besl efiors, he
could not meel S Rahul
Gandhi due to the security
amangements. 5 G V Raju
Rudrargju sad that be has
given a copy of our menoran
dum  to Smt.  Nemala
Seetaraman, Hon'ble Minister
ol Finance and requested her
10 take up the matter and also

o amange a mﬂatcng with our

requesleﬂ 8 mmpnn the

details. Az per request of Sd

hronicle
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IN BRIEF
Review pension
rules: Retd miners

Hyderabad: The All India Coal
Pensioners Assaciation has
written to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi seeking a review
and revision of their pension
rules under the Coal Mines
RPension Scheme (CMPES) of
1888. They referred to the deci-
sion of the Telangana govern=
ment to allow pensioners of the
Singareni Collieries Company
Ltd (5CCL) to be covered under
Aasara pension scheme. Now,
SCCL pensioners getting less
than 1.000 pension were gel-
ting Aasara penzion of "2016 a
month. The association said
that it had written to the PM on
two occasions earlier, asking for
speedy reforms in the CPMS.

Hon'ble Prime Minister She
has assured o lake fo take up
the matter.

Members were requested fo
suggest siogans that wil be
printed in multiple: languages.
Sn Muslim Ansari said that
revision of pensian & & major
issoe taken up by AICPA and
all uf us should support the
Convenor on this issue by par-
liciparting in large members

Il was decided 1o hold
Dihamas in the capital cities of
coal  producing  staled/
Haadquarters ol Subsidanes
claring from February 2023
to draw the atiantion of the
authorties 1o our demand
The state-wise dates will be
decided later, Sn
Many Prasad suggest-
ed thal pamphlels with our
damands be disiibusted at al
coaffield areas and other

planes Sri J Danajmyulu

aner Sal\u anu SN $N
Singh 15-20 rooms are being

informed  that Ts{angar‘-n 1
Stale Goverment has issued |
a nofification guaranfting & -
munimum pension ol RAs |
2500 per manth 1o its amploy

8e3 and wr can kame @ simi-
lar demand. However, Many |
members were of the opinon |
that the amount is ioo meagre |
and wr showld sfick to our |
demend of “Same Grade |
Same Pension” and linking of |
DA o pension. i
Dr. BK. Srivastav said thal |
the Actuary appointed by |
CMPFO 1o evaluate the sta. |
tus of the persion fund has |
not givin any final report for |
las many years and the stafus |
of the fund i5 nel clear. We |
should trace some confact in |
PMO to volce our grievances. |
The meeting conchuded with |
a summary of the discussion
and vole of thanks by S |
Mamunmh F'rasad i

hnnheﬂ Iaw nu‘ma!mn mam
bers for 1 day. i
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https://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/coal-pensioners-to-stage-protest-for-
restructuring-the-apex-pension-body-122110401412 1.html

Coal pensioners to agitate for
dearness relief in pay, pension
body revamp

Retired Employees Association says nearly 270,000
pensioners are getting less than Rs 2,000 a month as
pension

TOpiCS -
Pensions | Coal | indian government /8 ”iﬂi\ :
Shiva Rajora | New Delhi PENSIO

Last Updated at November 4, 2022

Coal mines employees are covered under the CMPS 1998, which is administered by the CMPFO
under the Ministry of Coal

Members of the All India Association of Coal Pensioners (AICPA) will be staging a protest in the
capital in the coming days against the non-revision of the pension amount and restructuring
the Coal Mines Provident Fund Organisation (CMPFO)- coal pensioners' apex social security
organisation.

Among the primary demands by the pensioners is the incorporation of the Dearness Relief (DR)
component as a part of pension to ensure equitable pension and abide by the provisions enacted
in Coal Miners Pension Scheme (CMPS)-1998 to review and revise pension every three years.

Coal mines employees are covered under the CMPS 1998, which is administered by the CMPFO
under the Ministry of Coal. The corpus fund for the scheme has been eroded over the years due to
mismanagement and has resulted in no enhancement for the pensioners. The parliamentary
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accounts committee (PAC) chaired by Congress leader Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury in its report last
year has said that the coal ministry has not taken due care of its responsibility as a watchdog for
CMPFO.

“The committee notes that the Ministry of Coal has been apparently found severely wanting in
discharging its nodal administrative role, which resulted in financial mis-management by CMPFO,"
the report noted.

Pensioners also demand that the compulsory levy of Rs ten per tonne as cess on the coal produced
by the coal companies to strengthen the depleting pension corpus be increased to Rs 20 per
tonne, with provision for enhancement of cess for every three years.

Speaking to Business Standard, Dandamraj Ramchander Rao, President, Singareni Retired
Employees Association, says that nearly 270,000 coal pensioners are getting less than Rs 2,000 per
month as pension.

“For 24 years since the inception of the scheme, there has been no revision and enhancement in
the pension, and we are living in a state of abject penury. We request the government to expedite
the process so that the hardships in our sunset days are ameliorated soon,” adds Rao.
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Coal pensioners to protest at Jantar Mantar on Dec 5

Gulam Mustafa HIGHLIGHTS

Hans News Service | 11 Nov 2022 4:45 PM IST

The All India Coal Pensioners Association is
intensifying its agitation demanding reforms
in the coal mines pension scheme, with a
dharna to be staged at Jantar Mantar, New
Delhi on December 5.

Hyderabad: The All India Coal Pensioners Association is intensifying its agitation demanding reforms in the
coal mines pension scheme, with a dharna to be staged at Jantar Mantar, New Delhi on December 5.
According to a call given by D Ramchander Rao, president of the Singareni Retired Employees Welfare
Association, Kapra, coal mine employees are covered under the Contributory Pension Scheme CMPS-1998.
The scheme covers about 5.56 lakh coal employees who retired after March 31, 1994.

However, many of the pensioners or their widows were getting less than Rs.500 to Rs.1000 as monthly
pension, whereas the pension given for old people under government schemes was much higher. PK Singh
Rathor, convener, All India Coal Pensioners Association, pointed out that the Telangana government, from
2015, was allowing pensioners of Singareni Collieries Company Ltd to be covered under the Aasara Pension
Scheme to get a monthly pension of Rs.2,016. On the other hand, the CMPS-1998 was plagued due to
mismanagement resulting into the erosion of corpus fund and no enhancement of pension since inception
24 years ago.

This being the situation, the association, he said, was compelled to stage a dharna at Jantar Mantar,
demanding speedy implementation of suggestions the Report of Public Accounts Committee for
Restructuring of Coal Mines Pension Scheme (presented in the Parliament March 2020); to incorporate
Dearness Relief component as part of pension and to review and revise pension every 3 years among other
demands.
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Coal pensioners plan protest
in Delhi on Dec. 5 to seek hike

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

All India Coal Pensioners’
Association and All India
Association of Coal Execu-
tives have decided to hold
a dharna at the Jantar Man-
tar in New Delhi on Decem-
ber 5 in support of their
long-pending demand for
revision and enhancement
of pension every three
years.

A virtual meeting of the
two associations held re-
cently reviewed the arran-
gements being made for
the protest.

They asked their coal
firm branches to mobilise
maximum number of pen-
sioners and working exec-
utives for the dharna to at-
tain the desired impact on
the authorities concerned.

The demands of the coal

Chapter-V AIACE in Media

pensioners include speedy
implementation of sugges-
tions contained in the 12
Report of Public Accounts
Committee for Restructur-
ing of Coal Mines Pension
Scheme (CMPS) tabled in
Parliament on March 18,
2020, inclusion of dear-
ness relief (DR) component
as part of pension to en-
sure equitable pension ir-
respective of retirement
date and speeding up the
process of compulsory col-
lection of cess of ¥20 per
tonne of coal mined with
provision for enhance-
ment of cess every three
years from all government

and private coal
companies.
Singareni  pensioners

had sent about 1,000 post
cards with their demands
to Chairman and Managing
Director of Singareni Colli-

eries Company Ltd (SCCL).

President of Singareni
Retired Employees’ Wel-
fare Association, Hydera-
bad, D. Ramchander Rao
said that a representation
was made to Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, earlier
this month, with a request
to address their just de-
mands and end their dis-
tress in their lives.

He explained that over
46,000 retired coal work-
ers get a monthly pension
up to ¥350, nearly 72,000
were getting between 3500
and 1,000, nearly 58,000
were getting 1,000 to
11,500, about 1.36 lakh
were getting 32,000 to
35,000, nearly 75,000
were getting 35,000 to
10,000 and about 7,600
were getting a pension of
0,000 to 20,000 a
month across the country.
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https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/business/2270070-employees-of-cil-sccl-to-stage-protest-against-

delays-in-retirement-benefit-on-dec-5

Employees of CIL, SCCL to stage
protest against delays in retirement
benefit on Dec 5

The review and revision has not been done for the last 24 years and more
than 50,000 pensioners are getting less than Rs 1,000 per month which is
quite insufficient to meet daily needs, the statement said.We are staging
dharna...

| New Delhi | Updated: 30-11-2022 16:44 IST | Created: 30-11-2022 16:27 IST

Representative Image

Employees of Coal India and have called for a day-long dharna in
the national capital on December 5 to protest against the inordinate delays
in the revision of retirement benefit for pensioners.

Pensioners in the coal sector from Karnataka, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, Chhatisgarh, Jharkhand, , Odisha, West Bengal,
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Uttar Pardesh, and other states will gather at Jantar-Mantar in
New to pitch for quick redressal of their concerns.

The executive and non-executive level employees of Coal India and
Singareni Collieries Company Ltd (SCCL), both serving and retired, will
join the demonstration.

"All Indian Coal Pensioners Association (AICPA) & All India Association
of Coal Executives (AIACE) in association with other coal miners
pensioners and welfare organisations will stage one-day dharna at Jantar-
Mantar New on 5th December, 2022 for review of 1998 and

revision of pension for coal miners thereof," according to a joint press
statement by AICPA and AIACE.

While ATACE is an organisation of serving and retired executives, AICPA
includes both executive and non-executive employees of Coal India and
SCCL.

After the nationalisation of the coal industry in 1973, employees got the
benefit of a pension scheme called CMPS-1998 in the year 1998 with great
expectations. The scheme covers pensioners from Coal India

Ltd, and few other coal companies.

Coal Mines Provident Fund Organization (CMPFO), working under the
coal ministry, has been entrusted with the task of implementing this
scheme.

"There was a provision to review after every three years but it was never

done regularly. The review and revision has not been done for the last 24
years and more than 50,000 pensioners are getting less than Rs 1,000 per
month which is quite insufficient to meet daily needs," the statement said.

"We are staging dharna... so that the revision and enhancement of pension
of we pensioners can be hastened without any further delay," P K Rathor,
Covenor, AICPA, said.

(This story has not been edited by Devdiscourse staff and is auto-generated
from a syndicated feed.)
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https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/coal/employees-of-cil-sccl-to-stage-protest-

against-delays-in-retirement-benefit-on-dec-
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Employees of CIL, SCCL to
stage protest against delays in
retirement benefit on Dec 5

Pensioners in the coal sector from Karmataka, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, Chhatisgarh, Jharkhand, Bihar, Odisha, West Bengal, Uttar
Pardesh, Deihi and other states will gather at Jantar-Mantar in New Delhi to
pitch for quick redressal of their concerns.

Latest Energy News

PTi « Updated: December 01, 202
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New Delhi. Employees of 3l
India and SCCL have called for a
day-tong dhama in the national
capital on December 5 to protest
against the inordinate delays in
the revision of retirement benefit
for pensioners. Pensioners in the
coal sector from Karnataka
Te.i:«m::ana, And
Ve adesh, Chhatisgarh
Jharkhand, Bihar, Odisha, West
Bengal, Uttar Pardesh, Delhi and
states will gather at Jantar-
Mantar In New Delhl to pltch for guick redressal of thelr concems

The executive and non-executive level employees of Coal India and Singaren
ompany Lid {SCCL), both serving and retired, will join the
aemonsiraton
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“All i ssociation (AiCPA) & All India Association of Coal
Executives (AIACE)in assor.tanon with other coal miners pensioners and welfare
organisations will stage one-day dhama at Jantar-Mantar New Delhi on 5th
December, 2022 for review of CMPS 1998 and revision of pension for coal miners
thereol, " according to a joint press statement by AICPA and AIACE.

‘While AIACE is an organisation of serving and retired executives, AICPA includes
both executive and non-executive employees of Coal India and S

CGL

After the nationalisation of the coal industry in 1973, employees got the benefit of
a pension scheme called CMPS-1998 in the yvear 1998 with great exp ions.
The scheme covers pensioners from Coal India Lid, SCCL and few other coal

companies

Coal Mines Provident Fund Organization (CMPFO), working under the
ninisiry, has been entrusted with the task of implementing this scheme.

"There was a provision to review after every three years but it was never done
reguiarly. The review and revision has not been done for the last 24 years and
more than 50,000 pensioners are gelting less than Rs 1,000 per month which is
quite insufficient to meet daily needs,” the stalement said

"We are slaging dhama... 5ol
pensioners can be hastened w
AICPA, said

ther lon and enhancement of pension of we
theut any further defay," P K Rathor, Covenor,
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https://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/pensioners-stage-protest-in-capital-demand-
review-of-the-pension-scheme-122120500875 1.html
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Business Standard

Wednesday, December 7, 2022 | 1116 PM IST English | Hindi

Coal pensioners protest in
capital, demand review of
pension scheme

Agitators seek dearness relief as scheme component to
ensure equitable pension; want adherence to provisions
of CMPS 1998 on review and revision of pension every
three years

Topics

Pensions | Coal mines | Coal India Limited

Shiva Rajora | New Delhi
Last Updated at December 5, 2022 17:59 IST
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Members of the All India Coal Pensioners association (AICPA) staged a one-day
protest in the capital on Monday against the non-revision of the pension
amount, and demanded a review of the Coal Mines Pension Scheme (CMPS
1998).

CMPS 1998 covers pensioners from Coal India Ltd (CIL), Singareni Collieries
(SCC) and a few other coal firms.

The Coal Mines Provident Fund Organization (CMPFO), working under the
Ministry of Coal, has been tasked with the implementation of the scheme.

The protesters demanded Dearness Relief (DR) as a component of the scheme
to ensure equitable pension and called for adherence to the provisions of
CMPS 1998 on review and revision of pension every three years.

Pensioners also demanded that the compulsory levy of Rs 10 per tonne as cess
on the fuel produced by coal companies to strengthen the depleting pension
corpus, be raised to Rs 20, with a provision for enhancing the cess every three
years.

P K Singh Rathore, convenor, AICPA said that during the 24 years that the
scheme has been in force, there has been no revision and enhancement in the
pension. He called upon the government to expedite the process of the cess
collection.

Dandamraj Ramchander Rao, president, Singareni Retired Employees
Association, says nearly 270,000 coal pensioners are getting less than Rs 2,000
a month, as the corpus fund for the scheme has been eroded over the years
due to mismanagement.

The parliamentary accounts committee (PAC) chaired by Congress leader Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury has said in its report last year that the coal ministry has not
taken due care of its responsibility as a watchdog for CMPFO.

“The committee notes that the Ministry of Coal has been apparently found
severely wanting in discharging its nodal administrative role, which resulted in
financial mis-management by CMPFO," the report noted.
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Coal pensioners held dharna for their long pending
demand of revision of pension at Jantar Mantar,
Delhi on 5 Dec 2022

December 6, 2022 AifapAdminPosts

Report by Shri Alavandar Venu Madhav, Vice President, Singareni Retired
Employees Welfare Association

- C lNDlA COAL PENSIONERS’ '\b'ﬁUSIA( TION (AICPA)
ALL INDIA ASSOCIATION OF COAL EXECUTIVES (AIACE)
1 C

Contact /

All India Coal Pensioners Association convener Shri PK Singh Rathore invited
retired coal workers and officials from different states of the country. Many
speakers at the dharna said that the Coal Pension Scheme, which has been in
operation since 1998, should be amended to pay a minimum pension of Rs
15,000 rupees, but it is sad that no efforts have been made to increase the
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pension despite submitting petitions to the Members of Parliament, Union
Ministers, and Chief Ministers of coal producing states.

There are six lakh coal pensioners in the country. Their life is very miserable. In
order to strengthen the dwindling pension fund, Coal India and Singareni
Collieries should implement the proposal to contribute 20 rupees to the pension
fund instead of 10 rupees on every tonne sold by Singareni Collieries and Coal
India to pay pension with drought allowance, to pay widow pension without going
around CMPF offices and without any effort through banks and other demands.

A petition has been submitted to Prime Minister Narendra Modi to resolve it. In
this dharna Singareni Retired Employees Welfare Association President
Dandamraj Ramchander Rao, Vice President Alavandar Venu Madhav
participated along with R.C.V.Raju, Arjun, J. N. Murthy and others.
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