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https://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/coal-pensioners-to-stage-protest-for-

restructuring-the-apex-pension-body-122110401412_1.html 

 

Coal pensioners to agitate for 
dearness relief in pay, pension 
body revamp 
Retired Employees Association says nearly 270,000 

pensioners are getting less than Rs 2,000 a month as 

pension 
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Coal mines employees are covered under the CMPS 1998, which is administered by the CMPFO 

under the Ministry of Coal 

 

Members of the All India Association of Coal Pensioners (AICPA) will be staging a protest in the 

capital in the coming days against the non-revision of the pension amount and restructuring 

the Coal Mines Provident Fund Organisation (CMPFO)- coal pensioners' apex social security 

organisation. 

 

Among the primary demands by the pensioners is the incorporation of the Dearness Relief (DR) 

component as a part of pension to ensure equitable pension and abide by the provisions enacted 

in Coal Miners Pension Scheme (CMPS)-1998  to review and revise pension every three years.  

 

Coal mines employees are covered under the CMPS 1998, which is administered by the CMPFO 

under the Ministry of Coal. The corpus fund for the scheme has been eroded over the years due to 

mismanagement and has resulted in no enhancement for the pensioners. The parliamentary 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/coal-pensioners-to-stage-protest-for-restructuring-the-apex-pension-body-122110401412_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/coal-pensioners-to-stage-protest-for-restructuring-the-apex-pension-body-122110401412_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/topic/pensions
https://www.business-standard.com/topic/coal
https://www.business-standard.com/topic/indian-government
https://www.business-standard.com/author/search/keyword/shiva-rajora
https://www.business-standard.com/topic/coal
https://www.business-standard.com/topic/coal
https://www.business-standard.com/topic/coal
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accounts committee (PAC) chaired by Congress leader Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury in its report last 

year has said that the coal ministry has not taken due care of its responsibility as a watchdog for 

CMPFO. 

 

<The committee notes that the Ministry of Coal has been apparently found severely wanting in 

discharging its nodal administrative role, which resulted in financial mis-management by CMPFO," 

the report noted.  

 

Pensioners also demand that the compulsory levy of Rs ten per tonne as cess on the coal produced 

by the coal companies to strengthen the depleting pension corpus be increased to Rs 20 per 

tonne, with provision for enhancement of cess for every three years.  

 

Speaking to Business Standard, Dandamraj Ramchander Rao, President, Singareni Retired 

Employees Association, says that nearly 270,000 coal pensioners are getting less than Rs 2,000 per 

month as pension.  

 

<For 24 years since the inception of the scheme, there has been no revision and enhancement in 
the pension, and we are living in a state of abject penury. We request the government to expedite 

the process so that the hardships in our sunset days are ameliorated soon,= adds Rao. 
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Coal pensioners to protest at Jantar Mantar on Dec 5 

 

Gulam Mustafa  

Hans News Service | 11 Nov 2022 4:45 PM IST 

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS  

 

The All India Coal Pensioners Association is 

intensifying its agitation demanding reforms 

in the coal mines pension scheme, with a 

dharna to be staged at Jantar Mantar, New 

Delhi on December 5. 

 

Hyderabad: The All India Coal Pensioners Association is intensifying its agitation demanding reforms in the 

coal mines pension scheme, with a dharna to be staged at Jantar Mantar, New Delhi on December 5. 

According to a call given by D Ramchander Rao, president of the Singareni Retired Employees Welfare 

Association, Kapra, coal mine employees are covered under the Contributory Pension Scheme CMPS-1998. 

The scheme covers about 5.56 lakh coal employees who retired after March 31, 1994. 

 

However, many of the pensioners or their widows were getting less than Rs.500 to Rs.1000 as monthly 

pension, whereas the pension given for old people under government schemes was much higher. PK Singh 

Rathor, convener, All India Coal Pensioners Association, pointed out that the Telangana government, from 

2015, was allowing pensioners of Singareni Collieries Company Ltd to be covered under the Aasara Pension 

Scheme to get a monthly pension of Rs.2,016. On the other hand, the CMPS-1998 was plagued due to 

mismanagement resulting into the erosion of corpus fund and no enhancement of pension since inception 

24 years ago. 

 

This being the situation, the association, he said, was compelled to stage a dharna at Jantar Mantar, 

demanding speedy implementation of suggestions the Report of Public Accounts Committee for 

Restructuring of Coal Mines Pension Scheme (presented in the Parliament March 2020); to incorporate 

Dearness Relief component as part of pension and to review and revise pension every 3 years among other 

demands. 
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https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/business/2270070-employees-of-cil-sccl-to-stage-protest-against-

delays-in-retirement-benefit-on-dec-5 

 

Employees of CIL, SCCL to stage 
protest against delays in retirement 
benefit on Dec 5 

The review and revision has not been done for the last 24 years and more 

than 50,000 pensioners are getting less than Rs 1,000 per month which is 

quite insufficient to meet daily needs, the statement said.We are staging 

dharna... 

 
PTI | New Delhi | Updated: 30-11-2022 16:44 IST | Created: 30-11-2022 16:27 IST 

Representative Image 

Employees of Coal India and SCCL have called for a day-long dharna in 

the national capital on December 5 to protest against the inordinate delays 

in the revision of retirement benefit for pensioners. 

Pensioners in the coal sector from Karnataka, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, 

Madhya Pradesh, Chhatisgarh, Jharkhand, Bihar, Odisha, West Bengal, 

https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/business/2270070-employees-of-cil-sccl-to-stage-protest-against-delays-in-retirement-benefit-on-dec-5
https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/business/2270070-employees-of-cil-sccl-to-stage-protest-against-delays-in-retirement-benefit-on-dec-5
https://www.devdiscourse.com/pti-stories
https://www.devdiscourse.com/news?tag=SCCL
https://www.devdiscourse.com/news?tag=Bihar
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Uttar Pardesh, Delhi and other states will gather at Jantar-Mantar in 

New Delhi to pitch for quick redressal of their concerns. 

The executive and non-executive level employees of Coal India and 

Singareni Collieries Company Ltd (SCCL), both serving and retired, will 

join the demonstration. 

''All Indian Coal Pensioners Association (AICPA) & All India Association 

of Coal Executives (AIACE) in association with other coal miners 

pensioners and welfare organisations will stage one-day dharna at Jantar-

Mantar New Delhi on 5th December, 2022 for review of CMPS 1998 and 

revision of pension for coal miners thereof,'' according to a joint press 

statement by AICPA and AIACE. 

While AIACE is an organisation of serving and retired executives, AICPA 

includes both executive and non-executive employees of Coal India and 

SCCL. 

After the nationalisation of the coal industry in 1973, employees got the 

benefit of a pension scheme called CMPS-1998 in the year 1998 with great 

expectations. The scheme covers pensioners from Coal India 

Ltd, SCCL and few other coal companies. 

Coal Mines Provident Fund Organization (CMPFO), working under the 

coal ministry, has been entrusted with the task of implementing this 

scheme. 

''There was a provision to review after every three years but it was never 

done regularly. The review and revision has not been done for the last 24 

years and more than 50,000 pensioners are getting less than Rs 1,000 per 

month which is quite insufficient to meet daily needs,'' the statement said. 

''We are staging dharna... so that the revision and enhancement of pension 

of we pensioners can be hastened without any further delay,'' P K Rathor, 

Covenor, AICPA, said. 

(This story has not been edited by Devdiscourse staff and is auto-generated 

from a syndicated feed.) 

https://www.devdiscourse.com/news?tag=Delhi
https://www.devdiscourse.com/news?tag=Delhi
https://www.devdiscourse.com/news?tag=Delhi
https://www.devdiscourse.com/news?tag=CMPS
https://www.devdiscourse.com/news?tag=SCCL
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https://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/pensioners-stage-protest-in-capital-demand-

review-of-the-pension-scheme-122120500875_1.html 

 

Coal pensioners protest in 
capital, demand review of 
pension scheme 
Agitators seek dearness relief as scheme component to 

ensure equitable pension; want adherence to provisions 

of CMPS 1998 on review and revision of pension every 

three years 

Topics 
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Members of the All India Coal Pensioners association (AICPA) staged a one-day 

protest in the capital on Monday against the non-revision of the pension 

amount, and demanded a review of the Coal Mines Pension Scheme (CMPS 

1998). 

CMPS 1998 covers pensioners from Coal India Ltd (CIL), Singareni Collieries 

(SCC) and a few other coal firms. 

The Coal Mines Provident Fund Organization (CMPFO), working under the 

Ministry of Coal, has been tasked with the implementation of the scheme. 

The protesters demanded Dearness Relief (DR) as a component of the scheme 

to ensure equitable pension and called for adherence to the provisions of 

CMPS 1998 on review and revision of pension every three years. 

Pensioners also demanded that the compulsory levy of Rs 10 per tonne as cess 

on the fuel produced by coal companies to strengthen the depleting pension 

corpus, be raised to Rs 20, with a provision for enhancing the cess every three 

years. 

P K Singh Rathore, convenor, AICPA said that during the 24 years that the 

scheme has been in force, there has been no revision and enhancement in the 

pension. He called upon the government to expedite the process of the cess 

collection. 

Dandamraj Ramchander Rao, president, Singareni Retired Employees 

Association, says nearly 270,000 coal pensioners are getting less than Rs 2,000 

a month, as the corpus fund for the scheme has been eroded over the years 

due to mismanagement. 

The parliamentary accounts committee (PAC) chaired by Congress leader Adhir 

Ranjan Chowdhury has said in its report last year that the coal ministry has not 

taken due care of its responsibility as a watchdog for CMPFO. 

<The committee notes that the Ministry of Coal has been apparently found 
severely wanting in discharging its nodal administrative role, which resulted in 

financial mis-management by CMPFO," the report noted. 
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Coal pensioners held dharna for their long pending 
demand of revision of pension at Jantar Mantar, 

Delhi on 5 Dec 2022 

December 6, 2022 AifapAdminPosts 
  

Report by Shri Alavandar Venu Madhav, Vice President, Singareni Retired 
Employees Welfare Association 

 

  

All India Coal Pensioners Association convener Shri PK Singh Rathore invited 
retired coal workers and officials from different states of the country. Many 
speakers at the dharna said that the Coal Pension Scheme, which has been in 
operation since 1998, should be amended to pay a minimum pension of Rs 
15,000 rupees, but it is sad that no efforts have been made to increase the 

https://aifap.org.in/7445/
https://aifap.org.in/7445/
https://aifap.org.in/author/AifapAdmin/
https://aifap.org.in/category/posts/
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pension despite submitting petitions to the Members of Parliament, Union 
Ministers, and Chief Ministers of coal producing states. 

There are six lakh coal pensioners in the country. Their life is very miserable. In 
order to strengthen the dwindling pension fund, Coal India and Singareni 
Collieries should implement the proposal to contribute 20 rupees to the pension 
fund instead of 10 rupees on every tonne sold by Singareni Collieries and Coal 
India to pay pension with drought allowance, to pay widow pension without going 
around CMPF offices and without any effort through banks and other demands. 

A petition has been submitted to Prime Minister Narendra Modi to resolve it. In 
this dharna Singareni Retired Employees Welfare Association President 
Dandamraj Ramchander Rao, Vice President Alavandar Venu Madhav 
participated along with R.C.V.Raju, Arjun, J. N. Murthy and others. 
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